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A Unique Archaic Find
Near the Park

By Jim Silk

Reconstructive lithic technologist and stone tool maker

Some years ago, the son of the park naturalist at Wash-
ingtonds Crossing State Park, was examining a stream outside
of the park off the west boundary. An unusual stone caught the
young boyds attention and upon retrieving it, to his excitement, he
realized his pnd was that of an ancient stone tool. With an abound-
ing imagination, the boy perhaps considered that he might be the
prst person to touch this artifact since its user hundreds or maybe
even thousands of years earlier. Indeed, even much earlier than
he suspected, the piece appears to be a Hardaway-Dalton projec-
tile point manufactured sometime just after the last ice age ended
10,000 years ago.

Stone tools are identiped by time periods, locations, cul-
tural styles, purpose or use, technologies used to make them, and
materials from which they are made. This projectile point known
as a 0Dalton6 is one of many stone tool types from North America
that evolved having several variations from a basic style. The Dal-
ton stone industries include manufactured variants of knives, pro-
jectile points and drills that inyuenced a time period from 10,800
to 8,000 before present. Its earliest discovery was from a Mis-
souri site by Judge S. P. Dalton who found many specimens. The
greatest concentration of the earliest Dalton artifacts was discov-
ered at sites in Arkansas and Missouri. Because of the substantial
time span and continental distribution, many varieties of the Dal-
ton point have been recognized and given different names. This
family of related points ranges from the east coast to the Rocky
Mountains and from Canada to the Gulf Coast. Bruce Bradley, ar-
chaeologist (1997), indicated that the earliest Dalton points bear a
close resemblance to the Paleo yuted Clovis type technology and
suggests a clear evolution from the latter. The base area of many
early Dalton variants were highly thinned or even yuted.

The basic shape of the Dalton point is lanceolate. It ex-
pands out from the tip on both sides with a curved blade retreating
back inward toward a base area. The blade area is often serrated
in its prst manufactured form. In the base area, most appear to
be auriculate, (having ears that are rounded, curved or pointed
and project outwardly from the base or stem in the area of at-
tachment to a spear, arrow shaft or knife handle). The base can
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have various degrees of concavity. These characteristics can be
seen in the many different forms, such as the Classic Dalton, the
Breckenridge, Colbert, Greenbrier, Hemphill, Nuckolls, Meserve,
Sloan and Hardaway-Dalton. When resharpened, the blade edges
frequently are serrated. | suspect other forms, such as San Patrice
from the Midwest to the Gulf and the Alamance found from the
coastal areas of Virginia to Florida, have also been inyuenced by
the Dalton technology.
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The Hardaway-Dalton point shown above was found in a
Hopewell Twp., NJ stream immediately west of WCSP in
2003.

Projectile point styles seem to be culturally inyuenced by
a peoplesd hunting needs, a groupts ability to produce large quanti-
ties of the same style tools, competition within a group for suc-
cessful production of quality tools, conservation and proper use
of yint and the manufacturing of tools for trade with other groups
of people. At the end of the last ice age, around 13,500 to 12,000
years ago, the yuted spear point was instrumental in hunting large
ice age animals in North America. Gradually, with the retreat of
the glaciers, climate changes and environmental terrain changes,
many ice age mammals became extinct or reduced in size. Mod-
ern plants, hardwood forests and smaller animal species now na-
tive to the North American continent signaled the beginning of the
Archaic period. Archaic peoples began to change their approaches
to hunting and life ways. Projectile points became smaller and
thinner, and the need to channel yake or yute large spearheads for
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