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Atltanticy Burtington.

Atlantic County: Hammonlon, Mullica,
Townships. Burlinglton County:
Shamong, Washington YTownships.

OQuter Coastal Plain.

Atsion, Hammonlon, Indian Mills, Jdenkins.
Central Point: 390 A42'00" tat.; 740 AlT
30" ltongy.

Approximately 16,000 acres (area of
excluded inholdings has not becn
subtracted from this figurel.

The site is almost entirely owned by the
State of New Jersey and ties within
Wharton State Forest Cadministered by the
Division of Parks and Forestiry, N.J.
Depl. of Enviropmental Protection).
Private inholdings include

agricultural fands, campgrounds,
tresidences, a railroad right-of-way.
Inholdings which are highiy developed or
undetr aclive agricultural use are
excluded. The railroad right-of-way is
included.

Lying entirely within Wharton State
Forest, use of this large tract is
primarily recreation and foresl roesource
utitization. Recrealtional activitioes
include hiking, canpoeing, hunting,
camping, botanizing, fTishing,
bivrdwatching, picnicing apd other uses.
The Mullica River from Atsion lo Pleasant
Mills has been designated a wiltd vriver
under the Gtale Wild and Scenic Rivers
Systam. The Balsto and Mullica Rivers
experience heavy use by canoveists.
Camping is allowed by poermit in
designated campsites, however such
facilities cannot be accessed by vehicle.
Sand roads form ihe entive eastern
boundary from Hampton Furnace south to
Batsto and numerous other sand roads
ococutr throughout the site. These roads
may he used by 4d-wheel and in some
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Witdlife: Atthough one

of the pine-oak type.

could reasonably expeclt Balsto to

contain those wildlife species which typify representia-
tive Pine Barvren vegetative community types within
Batsto, specific information on wildlife within the

horders of this site is

Rare Planis: Baisto is

currently not avaiiable.

known to contain an extremely

farge number of plant species rare on both the national
and state levels. The majority of occcurrences of these

species tmay bhe found in
types along sections of
and their tributaries.

myriad of wetland habitat
Hatsto and Mullicn Rivers

The following list, obtained from

reports by Caiazza and Fairbrothers (1980), 8nyder (1983)

and Stasz (1985), includes

currently under Fedevral
Witdlife Service or are

17 species which are either

review by the U.8. Fish and
known or believed to be

endangered/threatenasd lLhroughout their range in the

u.s. All of these species

and, with the exception

are threatened in New Jersey
Schwalbea americana all arc

currenptly known to be extant at Batsto. Five of these
species werce first colblected and described Clype

localtity) from the Atsion

Breweria pligchkeringli
var . gaoesariensis
catamovilfa brevipilis

Carex barratfiti
Exriocaulon parkeri
Eupatorium resinosum
Genliana autumnalis
Juncus cuegsariensis
Lobelia canbyli

Lygodium palmatum
Muhlenbergia lorrevana
Narthecium ameticanum
Rhynchospora knjeskerni|

Rhyncehospora pallida
Schizaca pusillas
Schwalben americana

areca.

Pickering's Morning-glory

Pine Barren Reed Grass
Barratt's Sedge
Parker's Pipewort

Pine Barren Bonescl
Pine Barren Gentian
New Jersey Rush
canby's Lobelia
Climbing Fern

Torrey's Smoke-grass
Boyg Asphodel
Knieskern’s Beaked-rush
Pale Beaked-rush

Curly Grass Fern
Chaffseod




Scivrpus lonagll Long's Wool~grass
Uviularia pudica Pine Barren Bellwort

var. nitida
In anddition toe the above, numerous olther specices
currently threatened within New Jersey, although more
commaon outside our borders, occur at fBatsto. included
among ihese are Eriophorum lenellum (Few-nervad Cotton
Grass), Bhypchospora oliganliha (Few-flowered beaked-rush)
and Xyris caroliniansg (Yellow-eyed Grass) which are
virtually restriclied to the Batsto itract wilhin New
Jeraey.

Bare Wildiife: Zappalorti (1882) has identified tocal
areas wilhin Batsto as supportling significant populations
of the state endangered corn snake (Elaphe g. gulttata)d
and northern pine snake (Pituophis m. tfpelanoleucusl and
the Siate threatened timber rattllesnake (Crotalus
horsidus) and Pine Barvens treefrog (Hyla andersonili).
The most important breeding and nesting habitat for these
species appears to be along the abandoned Central
Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way, although local
populations occur throughout Wharton State Forest where
suitable habitat exists. Information on other rare
witdlife which use Batsto is currently lacking although
the abundant natural habital makes additional occurrences
tikely.

Three globaliy rare moth species occur within the site.
These include Spartinophagea carterae, Agrotis buchholzi

{(both New Jersey endemics), and Datana ranaceps. For two
of these species, the best known glohal occurrence is al
Atsion, PDiscovery of additional rare invertebrate

ocoeurrences is likely.

Geological/Topographie Fealuras: Batsto is completely
undertain by Cohansey sand which is composed chiefly of
quartz sand contlaining local beds of clay and gravel.
Soils serios range from poorly drained lypes of river
corridars, swamps and lowlands (Muck, Alluvial land,
Berryland sand, Atsion sand) to moderately and
well-drained types such as Klej, Lakehurst, lLakewood,
Cvesboro and Woodmansie sands of more mesic and upland

aitles. Elevations vary frofm approximately 10 to 80 feet
above mean sea level and the topography is flat to gently
rollbing. Balsto lies within the Attantic drainage basin,

Batsto, Atsion and Nescochague sub-basinsg, and i35 netted
with numerous sltreams and creeks which evenlually drain
into the Mullica River.

PROTECTABILITY:

The entire Batsto site is enclosed within Wharton State

Forest and is bounded by roads and river coyridors
focilitating ils future manngement to protect specific
features of concern. The Wharton office is located
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al Batstio and a gateilite office ex
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ists at Atsion. Future
the specific biolic
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REASON _FOR _INCLUSION OF AREA IN NAT

d possible enhancemenl of

n must be paid to the use
fevel of human use

iver courses.

URnal AREAS BEGISTER:

Batsto satisfies al Jeast two of four standards
for inclusion of sites within the Register of Natural Arcas

(fulfillment of onty one of the sta
a site to be considered for the Reg

ndards is sufficient for
ister):

i Batsto supports an cexceptional number of plant

species threatened at both
tevel and contains populati
of witdiife determined to b
in New Jorsey.

2. Batslo contains relatively

undiasturbed representalives
Barrens community type.
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