
The Cool Cities Initiative is geared-up for a suc-

cessful year in 2009. The Initiative promotes 

energy conservation and lower energy costs 

through the plant-

ing of trees in un-

derserved residential 

communities and 

low-rise, mixed-use 

areas. Mitigation of 

the urban heat is-

land effect is the 

most important 

driving factor be-

hind the Initiative. In the summer, cities are up 

to 12°F warmer than the surrounding suburban 

and rural areas. That heat 

is stored in the city as a 

result of being trapped by 

man-made materials such 

as tar, brick, metal and 

concrete and thus is not 

able to escape back into 

the atmosphere at night. 

Sunrise adds even more 

heat. 

 This year’s Initia-

tive will focus on 13 mu-

nicipalities in northern 

New Jersey that will have 

signed a memo of agree-

ment with the DEP: Bogota Boro, Clifton City, 

Garfield City, Haledon, Linden City, North Ber-

gen Township, Rahway City, Carteret, Haw-

thorne, Somerville, West New York, Wood-

bridge, and Phillipsburg for a total of 2,369 new 

trees. Additionally nine southern New Jersey 

communities will be getting 2,848 trees: Palmyra, 

Merchantville, Cape May City, Vineland City, 

Hamilton (Mercer), Trenton, Lakewood, Asbury 

Park, and Neptune. 

 As one of the 

contractors of the Cool 

Cities Initiative, the 

The NJ Tree Founda-

tion partners with the 

NJ State Parole Board 

to hire a seasonal plant-

ing crew, creating tran-

sitional jobs for men 

under parole supervision. Through the Green 

Streets program, the men will plant 1,000 trees 

in Camden, Newark, Bayonne, 

Essex County, Montclair, and 

Roselle. 

 Due to the prior suc-

cess of the Cool Cities Initia-

tive, the agreement with the 

Board of Public Utilities has 

now been expanded to secure 

the program for at least the 

next four years.  This will allow 

the DEP to bring thousands of 

street trees to other qualified 

communities who have or are 

working on their Community 

Forestry Management Plan and 

meet several other criteria. Neighborhoods re-

ceiving these trees will also be seeing 12"x18" 

green and white signs displaying the logo of each 

participating State agency. The signs will read, 

“Cool Cities Initiative — Green Trees Planted 

to Save Energy.” 
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The year 2009 will see the beginning of extensive renova-

tions to the Blackwells Mills Community Forestry Program’s 

field office at 625 Canal Road in Somerset (Franklin Town-

ship). Restoration and rehabilitation will include, but are not 

limited to the roof, gutters, windows, porch, and most of the 

electrical system. This beautiful late 1700’s home has been 

weathered by generations of use as both a homestead and an 

office building. Years of environmental influences have con-

tributed to the deterioration of this brick and wooden struc-

ture.  

 The house is in the area of Franklin Township 

known as Blackwells Mills, which is between Griggstown 

and Millstone with the nearest post office located in Somer-

set. The area is known as the “Crossroads of the American 

Revolution,”  and has a wealth of American history with the 

famous Rockingham State Historic Site less than eight miles 

south of the house. 

 The electrical system in the building will be up-

graded starting in early May 2009, while the outside work is 

tentatively scheduled to begin in July.  On October 24, 2008, 

bids were entered for the external restoration project, and in 

April both architect and construction supervisors began sur-

veying the structure. The house, which is part of the Six Mile 

Run Historic District, is listed in both the New Jersey and 

National Registers of Historic Places. Therefore, all restora-

tion will comply with the standards set forth by the Secretary 

of the Interior and all rehabilitation will comply with local 

construction codes for fire and safety. 

 Except for the missing white picket fence seen in 

several of the historic photos of the house, it largely resem-

bles the original structure dating from about 1770 with the 

additions to the north and to the south clearly evident. The 

northern porch and kitchen areas were added just prior to 

the Civil War, while the southern addition was completed 

well into the 1900’s. Unlike the rest of the building, the 

southern portion was built without fireplaces—a nod to the 

rise of electricity within the home. 

The field office shares the 3,000-acre Six Mile Run 

Reservoir Site with the Delaware and Raritan Canal State 

Park maintenance crew headquarters. Additionally, there are 

trails nearby for hikers, bicyclers and horses. The 29.9-mile-

long D & R Canal Towpath trail is just across Canal Road 

and the D & R Canal. 

  Visitors are always welcome between 8 a.m. and       

4 p.m. and are guaranteed a quick tour during which you 

would see original yellow pine floor boards that are up to 17 

inches wide, hand-blown window panes and hand-wrought 

nails. 

 The New Jersey Community Forestry Program and 

the New Jersey Tree Foundation staff feel an attachment to 

the house and are eager to see the work completed at this 

lovely property which was once a home and working farm. 

The Blackwells house certainly has retained its unique charm 

throughout the more than 228 years it has stood here, and is 

now in the process of being brought back to its former 

glory.  

The  Historic  Blackwells  Mills  Field  Office 

Blackwells Mills House (top) and the canal it faces 
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New Jersey Flower & Garden SHow 

The Community Forestry Program took 

an imaginative leap this year by purchas-

ing a booth at the New Jersey Flower 

and Garden Show at the Raritan Expo 

Center in Edison. Included in the 

booth’s four-panel showboard were the 

Shade Tree Federation, Treasure Our 

Trees license plates, educational outreach 

materials for the Arbor Day tubelings 

and the NJ Tree Foundation. The CFP 

set-up shop 

d i r e c t l y 

across from 

Bartlett Tree 

Experts, and 

next door to 

the Somer-

set County 

Park Com-

mission.  

 The 

e v e n t 

opened on 

T h u r s d a y , 

February 12 

and con-

cluded on 

Sunday, February 15. It was estimated 

that 20,000 to 25,000 individuals passed 

through the show during those 43 hours 

— an enormous opportunity to heighten 

awareness of the causes celebrated by the 

Community Forestry Program.   

 In addition to the candy trees 

provided by Donna Massa, President of 

the Shade Tree Federation, members of 

the CFP, NJTF, and NJSTF were able to 

seize the day, speaking with interested 

members of the public about such pro-

grams as the NJ Tree Foundation’s Af-

fordable Landscaping Service, trays of 98 

evergreen seedlings for sale at $25 deliv-

ered to your door, and the tree-related 

publications offered by the Federation, 

not to mention the tree plates which 

adorn over 11,000 vehicles across the 

Garden State. 

 Many passers-by had questions 

about the programs, and about the tray 

of evergreen tubelings on the booth’s 

table. Questions were readily answered 

and information in pamphlet form was 

provided.  Hundreds of free vinyl hold-

ers for insurance and registration cards 

were dis-

t r i b u t e d 

advertising 

the Treas-

ure Our 

Trees li-

c e n s e 

p l a t e s . 

Time was 

spent ex-

p l a i n i n g 

how the 

selling of 

the tree 

p l a t e s 

funds grant 

p r o g r a m s 

for municipal and county community 

forestry throughout New Jersey.  

 The Flower and Garden Show 

featured not only competing garden 

clubs, but also several 1,000-square feet 

landscape designs vying for blue ribbons. 

Vendors were hawking a wide range of 

consumer goods including Amish bread, 

hand-made jewelry, Pennsylvania honey, 

laser-carved wood inlayed tables, aro-

matic hand soaps, and an amazing pet 

marsupial called a Sugar Bear, just to 

name a few. The consensus is that this 

was a great opportunity to promote the 

many aspects of the Community Forestry 

program and the Treasure Our Trees 

license plates.  

Aerial view of the Community Forestry Program                 

presentation booth 
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