
The Cool Cities Initiative is geared-up for a suc-

cessful year in 2009. The Initiative promotes 

energy conservation and lower energy costs 

through the plant-

ing of trees in un-

derserved residential 

communities and 

low-rise, mixed-use 

areas. Mitigation of 

the urban heat is-

land effect is the 

most important 

driving factor be-

hind the Initiative. In the summer, cities are up 

to 12°F warmer than the surrounding suburban 

and rural areas. That heat 

is stored in the city as a 

result of being trapped by 

man-made materials such 

as tar, brick, metal and 

concrete and thus is not 

able to escape back into 

the atmosphere at night. 

Sunrise adds even more 

heat. 

 This year’s Initia-

tive will focus on 13 mu-

nicipalities in northern 

New Jersey that will have 

signed a memo of agree-

ment with the DEP: Bogota Boro, Clifton City, 

Garfield City, Haledon, Linden City, North Ber-

gen Township, Rahway City, Carteret, Haw-

thorne, Somerville, West New York, Wood-

bridge, and Phillipsburg for a total of 2,369 new 

trees. Additionally nine southern New Jersey 

communities will be getting 2,848 trees: Palmyra, 

Merchantville, Cape May City, Vineland City, 

Hamilton (Mercer), Trenton, Lakewood, Asbury 

Park, and Neptune. 

 As one of the 

contractors of the Cool 

Cities Initiative, the 

The NJ Tree Founda-

tion partners with the 

NJ State Parole Board 

to hire a seasonal plant-

ing crew, creating tran-

sitional jobs for men 

under parole supervision. Through the Green 

Streets program, the men will plant 1,000 trees 

in Camden, Newark, Bayonne, 

Essex County, Montclair, and 

Roselle. 

 Due to the prior suc-

cess of the Cool Cities Initia-

tive, the agreement with the 

Board of Public Utilities has 

now been expanded to secure 

the program for at least the 

next four years.  This will allow 

the DEP to bring thousands of 

street trees to other qualified 

communities who have or are 

working on their Community 

Forestry Management Plan and 

meet several other criteria. Neighborhoods re-

ceiving these trees will also be seeing 12"x18" 

green and white signs displaying the logo of each 

participating State agency. The signs will read, 

“Cool Cities Initiative — Green Trees Planted 

to Save Energy.” 
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