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Shade Tree Federation Conference 2010 Shade Tree Federation Conference 2010   
Written by Donna Massa, President 

 Get ready for what is anticipated to 
be a meeting loaded with information from 
entertaining speakers, exhibitors old and 
new, and great hospitality from the Crowne 
Plaza staff. Weather permitting we will have 
out-door demonstrations, giveaways, con-
tests and prizes. 

 Our 85th Annual Conference is 
rapidly approaching. Earn educational cred-
its from the NJ Community Forestry, obtain 
CORE certifications and earn other certifi-
cation credits from organizations like the 
DEP Pesticide Control Program, the 
NJISA, and the Public Works Association. 
Make sure your municipality remains in 
good standing with the State of New Jersey 
and keep your licenses current all at one 
conference. If youõve joined us in the past, 
we have new and exciting things going on 
this year. If youõve never been to the NJ 
Shade Tree Federation Conference, this is 

the year to attend! The conference remains 
at the Crowne Plaza in Cherry Hill, NJ. Be 
sure to reserve October 22rd and 23rd and 
join us! 

 Opening Programs will begin at 
8:15 am and CORE and the General Session 
will begin at 8:30 am. On Friday, our session 
will open with Dr. Kim Coder, Professor 
of Tree Biology and Health Care at the War-
nell School of Forestry and Natural Re-

sources, University of Georgia. The secret 
components of how trees live will be high-
lighted in Part I of Dr. Coderõs Tree Biology 
Workshop: Foundations of Tree Success. 

 Following Dr. Coderõs session, we 
welcome once again Dr. Jason Grabosky of 
Rutgers University who will help answer 
some questions regarding trees, pavement 
and storm water. Is a zero-runoff solution 
possible? This discussion will develop and 
build upon what has been published in the 
past few years concerning soils beneath 
pavement, the role of porous pavements, 
root growth under pavement and other 
strategies and products for tree-pavement 
design. 

 Joe Broyles of Plant Health Care 
will then speak about soil health and creat-
ing vigorous root systems. Healthy plants 
are resistant to stress from insects, disease, 
winter desiccation and drought. Joeõs focus 
will be on improving plant health and sur-

vival by creating a natural systems approach 
to plant care and restoring soil health. Joe 
will address improving urban sites, dis-
turbed soils and landscapes. Jim Zwack of 
Rainbow Treecare will then join Joe in the 
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in the discussion of root systems. Jim will share with us the òDirt on Dirt.ó Many tree health issues can be traced to problems associ-
ated with the soil and root system. The purpose of this program will be to introduce and explain the advances in technology that have 
allowed tree care professionals to work with soils and root systems. The program will also include specific examples of how arborists 
have been proactive in preserving legacy trees. 

 Following the Broyles and Zwack presentation, Dr. George Hamilton, Professor of Entomology and Chair of the Depart-
ment of Entomology at Rutgers University, will update us on the pesticide regulations in force for 2010. This seminar will count to-
ward pesticide credits. 

 Ted Szczawinski and Steve Chisholm will conclude the day with Part I of Hazard Tree Identification. They will introduce 
ISA assessment materials and processes as well as present information to assist in rating risk classification and prioritization. 

 After a day of enlightening information, the evening will close with 
our Friday Night Social. This is a perfect opportunity to network, socialize 
with colleagues, converse about the dayõs activities, and have some fun. Light 
refreshments will be served. 

 The Saturday morning programs will commence at 8:15 am and 
CORE and the General Session will begin at 8:30 am. Join us for Part II of 
Dr. Kim Coderõs Tree Biology Workshop: Hard Life & Soft Kill. The life 
and death of trees are always focused on site, pests, and environmental con-
straints. In this workshop, tree biology will be the focus, demonstrating how 
trees survive and thrive. 

 Larry Kuser of Fernbrook Nurseries will then explore the direct 
correlation between tree selection, quality, and survival once the tree is 
planted. He will teach us how to ask the right questions, what to look for, 
and how to inspect before purchasing. After learning how to properly select 
trees, it only seems natural to learn how to properly plant them. Lisa Simms 
and the team from the New Jersey Tree Foundation will demonstrate plant-
ing techniques and young tree maintenance. 

 Pam Zipse and Gary Lovallo, both Certified Tree Experts, will speak on Municipal Shade Tree Ordinances: What are they? 
Why are they important? Pam will share her experience in arboriculture and 
urban forestry over the last ten years in New Jersey and discuss the common 
issues surrounding municipal shade tree programs and shade tree ordinances 
while offering suggestions on how to either correct or avoid them. Gary Lovallo 
is the principal of Chestnut Arboricultural & Forestry Services. He will discuss 
his knowledge of the well-known Township of Jackson Ordinance and its re-
cent court battles with the New Jersey Shore Builders Association. 

 Saturday evening will host our annual recognition and awards dinner, 
during which David Johnson, Regional Forester with the NJ Community For-
estry Program, will present òBig Trees of New Jersey - Champion Big Trees 
from Native and Naturalized Species in the State.ó Join us for a night of educa-
tion and to celebrate the accomplishments of distinguished individuals within 
the field. You may even walk away with one of our many door prizes! The 

dinner will begin shortly after the conference ends. Be sure to take advan-
tage of all that the NJ Shade Tree Federation conference has to 

offer. 
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