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The Community Forestry Program ensures more livable                

communities through the care and management of trees.  

New Jersey Celebrates Arbor DayNew Jersey Celebrates Arbor Day  

Spring has arrived in New Jer-

sey, welcoming warmly the annual 

New Jersey State Arbor Day Celebra-

tion. The City of Newark in Essex 

County has been chosen to host this 

yearõs event at the Thirteenth Avenue 

School. Awards will be presented 

based on the theme of òTrees, Stew-

ardship, and Neighborhood Engage-

ment,ó recognizing those cities and 

towns who have achieved the honor 

of earning Tree City USA awards for 

the first, 20th and 30th year. Newark is 

included among the award recipients, 

with 2010 being their first year as a 

Tree City USA member. 

 Beginning at 8:00 am, hun-

dreds of volunteers will plant nearly 

200 trees within the surrounding resi-

dential area. Among the groups at-

tending to volunteer their services are 

the New Jersey Youth Corps,           

the Fairmount Super-Neighborhood 

Group of Newark, local residents and 

students from the Thirteenth Avenue 

School. Both professionals and ama-

teur enthusiasts alike will join together 

to celebrate their mutual love for the 

trees of New Jersey.  

 Sponsoring and supporting 

partners of this yearõs Arbor Day cele-

bration include the New Jersey Tree 

Foundation, the New Jersey Commu-

nity Forestry Council, the City of 

Newark, the Newark Public Schools 

Thirteenth Avenue School, Fairmount 

Super-Neighborhood, Greater New-

ark Conservancy and Welcome Bap-

tist Church.  

 The first Arbor Day was cele-

brated on April 10, 1872. It was insti-

tuted by Julius Sterling Morton, a resi-

dent of Nebraska and future Secretary 

of Agriculture to President Grover 

Cleveland. Morton felt strongly con-

victed that trees were essential to the 

Nebraska landscape not only as ob-

jects of beauty but as a means through 

which to mitigate strong western 

winds, storms and soil erosion. More 

than one million trees were planted 

on the first Arbor Day. As the annual 

celebration took root in America, a 

second event was held in 1884 and 

then in 1885. By 1970 President 

Nixon declared at the federal level the 

last Friday of April as National Arbor 

Day.    
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The New Jersey Tree Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) 

non-profit, state-wide tree planting organization. The 

Foundation is dedicated to the development of urban 

and community forestry activities in New Jerseyõs most 

underserved neighborhoods. As of 2010, the Tree 

Foundation has planted 137,683 trees with thousands 

of volunteers. Through education and planting pro-

grams, the Foundation offers residents a renewed sense 

of ownership for their neighbor-

hoods and a sense of optimism 

for the future. 

Over the years the 

Foundation has partnered with 

the New Jersey Forest Service 

and the New Jersey Community 

Forestry Council. Through the 

unification of these three entities 

they form collaborative efforts 

to nurture stewardship of New 

Jerseyõs arboreal resources. The 

Foundation also partners with 

local corporations to increase their altruistic strength. 

Most recently, the Foundation partnered with Natur-

ity® LLC, a maker of sustainably-resourced, organic 

and cruelty-free personal care and beauty products. For 

every customer who places an or-

der with the company, a tree will 

be purchased by Naturity, which 

will in turn be properly planted by 

the New Jersey Tree Foundation. 

This is an excellent example of 

how the free-market and non-

profit organizations may join to-

gether for a shared cause that is 

beneficial to all involved parties.  

The mission of the New 

Jersey Tree Foundation is executed through five pri-

mary programs: The Green Streets Program educates 

residents and students in the importance of urban for-

estry while creating lush, green corridors and school 

grounds in communities located in the Passaic and Ar-

thur Kill Watersheds. The Foundation partners with the 

New Jersey State Parole Board to hire a seasonal tree 

planting crew, creating transitional jobs for individuals 

under parole supervision. In four years, this program 

has planted 7,379 trees and employed 32 parolees. The 

Newark Renaissance Trees Program emphasizes 

community-based tree plantings, serving a population 

of more than 280,000 people.  Residents work side-by-

side with volunteers and the Foundation to plant hope 

in their communities through 

trees. With the help of 2,680 vol-

unteers, the Newark Renaissance 

Trees Program has planted 898 

large shade trees throughout 

Newark neighborhoods.  The 

Urban Airshed Reforestation 

Program in Camden City is a 

community-based tree planting 

program that serves to mitigate 

air and water pollution in this 

industrially impacted city while 

empowering the cityõs residents 

to make positive changes in their 

own neighborhoods. Since October 2002, this program 

has worked with 122 community-based groups to plant 

3,735 trees with over 7,055 volunteers. In 2008, this 

program was awarded the Home Depot Foundationõs 

Award for Excellence in Com-

munity Trees bringing with it a 

short film about the New Jersey 

Tree Foundationõs work in Cam-

den and a $75,000 award to sup-

port future tree planting efforts. 

Celebrate Arbor Day, the Foun-

dationõs oldest program, offers free 

trees to volunteer groups who 

promise to plant and maintain the 

trees for two years. Since 1999, this 

program has planted more than 

123,000 tree whips across New Jersey. Finally, the Tree 

Foundationõs Living Memorial ð A Grove of Re-

membrance, is a 10-acre former brownfield, where 

750 trees have been planted in memory of the New Jer-

sey victims of September 11, 2001. Thousands of vol-

unteers and Jersey City students have planted, weeded 
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 Promote the significance of community forestry 

activities to a comprehensive range of participants; 

   Expand urban, suburban and rural forestry            

activities; 

 Encourage volunteerism; 

 Strengthen relationships between the private and 

public sectors of forestry experts through 

innovative programs and  projects. 
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and watered this living memorial. 

The Foundation promotes planting the right tree in the right place the 

right way. As such, the Foundation is expanding tree planting and mainte-

nance services to include fee-for-service opportunities. The Green Streets tree 

planting crew is available to bid on and complete contracts for any city, town 

or organization in need of tree planting and maintenance. The Foundation is 

also available to conduct hands-on educational programs for those in need of 

Continuing Education Credits.  

The positive effects of planting trees in urban areas are too numerous 

to list. Gloria, a resident of Camden said it best: "These trees have brought a 

new life to my block - a life that was lost on this street a long time ago. The 

trees were an incentive to get things moving back to the way they used to be. 

I can't easily express the difference these trees made in my neighborhood." 

Such rewards are priceless and serve as a powerful incentive to continue 

planting trees and educating New Jerseyõs residents who will make our cities 

better, greener places, one neighborhood at a time.  

To learn more about the New Jersey Tree Foundation or to volunteer, 

visit their website at www.newjerseytreefoundation.org. 

Above left: An urban street before planting. 

Above right: After NJTFõs arrival. Left: Vol-

unteers pose during a planting. Below: Vol-

unteer planters and area school children   

enjoy their learning and planting experience. 


